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Alaska o the Rocky Mountains, and for-
merly throughour the Great Plains
Exceedingly strong, the normal gair of
these bears s slow, but they can move very
rapidly. Dhet varies acconding to area, con-
sisting mostly of veperation, although in
the Canndinn Rockies the griszly is quite
camivomois. Yellowstone male grisslies do
et veach full size uneil ten or eleven years
of age, and females live as long as owenty-
five wears (Mowak [1: 1089,

Northwest Coast clan crests depict
tolemic ancestors with which people
interacted in the distant past. In one
instance, however, the grizzly bear crest of
the Stikine Kasdkakwedi resulted from an
encounter within the historic period, as
recorded in 1904 by Swanton:

A the time of the flood the Nanyua'yi
were ¢limbing a mosmtain on the Srikine
river, called Seku'gle-ca, imd a grizly bear
and a mountain poat went along with
them, Whenever the people stopped,
these two animals stopped alse, and
whenever they moved on the animals
moved on. Finally they killed the bear and
preserved io skin with the claws, teeth
and so forth, inmet. They kept it for yeass
after the Mood, and & soon as it went 10
picces, they replaced it with another, and
thar with seill another up 1o the present
rirme. This is why they claim the grizly
beat.... They were very proad of owning
this bear and did all kinds of chings toward
it. That is why all Alaska speaks of the
Manyaa'yi as the chief anes owning the
grizzly bear. Very many somgs were come-
posed concemning it, with words such
these,"Come here, you bear, the highest
bear of all bean” (quoted in Holm 192).

The replacement of the skin
desenbed above by Chief Katshan likely
refers to the bearskin wam over the per-
formier’s body, since the mask stll wears i

original skin, See ako the *bear-oma-
mented house partition screen, which

once stood in the home of the Shakes
Drruary who owned the grizsly bear mask.

Among the Kwakhul, members of
the Grizzly Bear Socicty wore bear puws
complete with claws, or full beankin cos-
mumes. In danmces, the Grizzly Bear fright-
ened the mudience with his power, but his
role was to act as a policeman o enforce
proper bebavior {Jonakus BI).
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Groundhog. The groundhog or marmor
{probably Marmota memax) played a role
in Northwest Coast mythology, and thus
appeared in dramatizations of myths, such
ns those of the Tlingit. The Shakes
Dynasty of Manyaa'yi chiefs owned such
measks. Holm writes that the crenture was
approprinte since the ancestors of the
Manyaa'yi migrated from the interior 1o
the coast, but retained a trade monapoly
with the Athapascan people of the inteni-
or. The poundhog, mountain goat, and
prizzly bear all were sid o have mravelled
with the le frosn thelr original home-
land (Holm 204).

Grouse. Five species of the North
American grouse family (Teramidee) are
called prouse. Most are ground-dwelling
birds, althowsh some live in irees.



