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The dependence of the ammal world on the sorrounding  environmed
bas loog been an object of sefentific vestigation,  Conecerning Mammalia,
wy possess at present much dara showing how these andmals are, nomany
cases, Influenced by one or another specific peculiarity of the loeations in
which they dwell.  Temperatare, moistore, altiinde ahove the sea-level, char-
acter of the =oil, ete, pul o pecaliar stamg on the argamization and the mede
of life of mammals, either directlv, or el=e by means of the vegetation which
T .a|'n':|.:.-'.-\. ]Li;;hl]." sensitive o the xl'ighuh,'l; variation in the environmiental coi-
ditions,  The peeuliar chavacters of the steppe mammaha, resultng v g
protracted evalation i owide plains, with low-growing herbaceous vegetation,
are s well koown that 1€ seems needless fo conmerate them. The sandy and
bt eolors, characteristwe of the .1r.|r|']|1[u'.-=_ the foxe=, the mormots, ihe sps-
Tk, the groand squirrels, the veles, the jerlaa, erel, hamnonize admirvably
with the golden gray tints of the dry plaine. We know about periodic mi-
grations of the hesbivorous mammals, swing o the summer drving up of
the steppes vegetation,  For the eodests, the dme of awabkenng from hiber-
aatinn corresponcds 6 the appearance of the voung vegetation | that of tenre-
ing the young coincides with the poeried of bloom in the vegetation, and
Taztly, hibesnaton in the awiomn began: with the decay of the nuirioee
plants. All these facts bear solely apon one adde of the gquestion—the signifi-
cance of the steppe vegelation Tor the mammals dwelling in its midst.  They
Eurnish no answer o the second part of the guestion, vz, whether thess
animals themeelves play any part Ao the fransfonnation of the envivonment
and whether theie vital activity comtributes o any way 1o change the aspect
of the steppees

I. Griomell (Czxi, in his idecesting worke © The Borrowing Raodents
of Califernia as agents in soil formation,” has shown that the resuls of the
activity of burrowing rodents, Telenging to a small group of the mpmmalian
tawnmg, ace constderable, and deserve seriops attention, He conclodes s
O wild land the borrowing vodent s one of the neecssary Factors in the
svsteny of natural wellbeine.”  The presen actiele s pacteally o contrbogion
to the work of Grionell, and its object is o show the importance of Mam:
imalia i the hife of che sl es thai exiend m a wide helt L'||.r\-::-1.|!:'_|| islern
Eveope and centeal Aam. My own mveasigations apon tlhis subject wers
made in southern Bussia ad northern Mengolia, ducing the expedition of
thw [Fussian Acadermv of Sciences [ July to Oxtober, wg20], of wheeh 1 had
the pleasure of being o member,
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