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A Study of the Southem Woodchuck,

Marmota monax monax

Ry A, Grizzell, Ir.
Fentucky Woadlands Refuge, Gulden Pond, Ky

The investigations repocted here were started in the cunsmer of 1947 and
cartied the summer of 1949, Intensive studies were made on specils:
areas of the Pamuzent Ressarch Refuge, Laurel, Margland. Incidental chserva-
Hions weee made on othet of the Kefuge, at several [ocations in Maryland,
and near Ann Arbor, Michigan.
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I on graful o che Wildlite Managemens Instiouse which suppoieed I:|1i{_ raject
tlirpugl 4 fellowship, and vo che LLE, Faish oand Wililife Serace for o Resczrch Cnllabor
ara's appoisneent meking svelable the mamy Eolites of the Pausent Research Refuge.
Te the Disetor of the Refuge, Me. Ameld Lo Melson, and e st suaff go mv thenbs
for cheir valushle sssistamce. Work at che FRefugs was a puare of el Wildlife on jeud.
wees] Laeds Project under the capable leadesship of D Dorweed L, Allsn and  Mr,

Qucae Warhach, Woids canroe eapeess the iaties chat [ e them for dude dnreeca
and pguidaree To other nuembers of che R%“:tﬁ: Cir, A 2 Befamim, Me Lo M,
L v, 2r FAL Uhla, ad D | P Limduska 1 am wvery graeful, To Dr YWarms
W, Chase, the chaiman of my graduare commives, 1 am indebted for help ancd advice
thecaghour e encive course of the program. Orher members of the commames, Deen 50T,
Dhame, e, L L G'Hdm: Die. 5 A. Grohams, and D, E. T. Hnap-c'r :gram:ir.-u:h.I cocarls
wted their time and advice.

Maturalists have known of the wondchuds singe at leass the eardy 170075, b
except for a few life history notes and accounts of the animal & travel jousnals
very little was written about the animal wnotl 1884 when Mertiam published his
account of the mommnals of the Adirondack region it MNew Yotk  Seton
(19293 and Howell (1915} have fumished information about the groundhog.
Hamilton (1934} in his study of the life history of the rafescent woodchuck in
MNew York has made an impormtane contibution to our knowledpe of the
anisal. Ohther awthors, too many to mention here, have added greatly to an
understanding of this important animal by reporting their observations of life
history, methods of control, and hibernation.
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The Patuxent Research Refuge of the US. Fish and Wildlife Service is
located between Laurel and Bowie, Marvland, about 20 miles northease of
Washingeon, DT, The Patuxent River flows through the ares northwest
southeast and dreains the Refuge and sumounding tervitories.  The Agriculrural
Research Center of the Department of Agricalrure is located 1o the west and
Fort George G. Meade adjoins the area along the northeast boundary,  Privare
haldings border the northwestern and eastern boundaries.

Mouost of the mtensive work dusing dhe investigation was cartied out at two
different areas of the Refuge, dhese havirng been designated as Consecvation
Farm A and Check Farm B.
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