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A second collection in Mauritania of Podagrion klugianum
(Westwood, 1847) (Hymenoptera : Torymidae)
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Summary. — Podagrion klugianum (Westwood) is recorded for the second time in
Mauritania in the oasis of Tidjikja, emerging from an ootheca of an undetermined species of the
genus Sphodromantis (Mantidae).

Key-words. — Dictyoptera, Hymenoptera, Mantidae, Mauritania, Podagrion klugianum,
Sphodromantis, Torymidae.

Une deuxiéme récolte en Mauritanie de Podagrion klugianum (West-
wood, 1847) (Hymenoptera : Torymidae)

Résumé.- Podagrion klugianum (Westwood) est signalé pour la deuxiéme fois en
Mauritanie dans I’oasis de Tidjikja, éclos d’une oothéque d’une espéce indéterminée du genre
Sphodromantis (Mantidae).

Mots-clés. — Dictyoptera, Hymenoptera, Mantidae, Mauritanie, Podagrion klugianum,
Sphodromantis, Torymidae.

Podagrion klugianum (Westwood) till to-day is the only one Torymidae listed in
Mauritania (NovEs, 2007). Few parasitic hymenoptera are known from Mauritania, so any
new collection contributes to better know their distribution in the country. P. klugianum
seems to be widely distributed in the dry subtropical and tropical countries of Africa and
in other parts of the world. List of the countries where the species was found is given by
Noves (2007). All the species of Podagrion lay many eggs in one ootheca of Mantidae
(Dictyoptera), within which their larvae feed on eggs of the host. In Africa, ten species of
Mantidae are recorded as parasitised by P. klugianum (Noves, 2007), particularly three
species of Sphodromantis. Some species of Sphodromantis live in the Saharian oases. In
Mauritania, P. klugianum was previously collected by Masrt (1935) in the oases of Atar,
emerging from an unidentified ootheca.

One of us (Y.L.) collected 4 females and 1 male of the torymid in eclosoir, emerging
from an ootheca of a mantid which was identified many years after, as secreted by an
undetermined species of Sphodromantis. One female of the torymid is deposited as
voucher specimen at the Museum of Natural History of Nice (Alpes-Maritimes) and the
four other specimens are stored in the collection of one of us (A.P.). All specimens are
labelled (in French) as follows : n* 1339 Torymidae: Podagrion klugianum (Westwood).
Mauritania: Tidjikja, 400 m a.s.l., 6.VIII.1969, Y. Laudeho leg., from Sphodromantis sp.,
Dictyoptera, Mantidae, on Phoenix dactylifera, Arecaceae, palm grove, emerged from an
ootheca stuck on the rachis of a date palm leaf.
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