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Dictionnaire historique des membres 
de la Société linnéenne de Lyon 
et des Sociétés botanique de Lyon et 

d’anthropologie de Lyon réunies 
 

WHITE Adam 
 Né le 29 avril 1817 à Edimbourg, Ecosse.  
 Décédé le 30 décembre 1878 ou 04 janvier 1879 à Glasgow. 
 

 
Adam White 1846. The Canadian Magazine, 1907, XXIX, 1. p.7. 

 
Biographie 
Zoologiste, Crustacées, entomologie. 
 
Fils de Thomas White, employé de banque, et de Mary Ann Gellatly. 
Sensibilisé à l‘histoire naturelle par le zoologiste John Edward Gray (1800-
1875), directeur du département de zoologie du British Museum. 
1835, aide-naturaliste.  
1847, Conservateur-adjoint au muséum britannique. 
Étudie les spécimens rapportés par les nombreuses expéditions scientifiques 
britanniques du XIXe siècle notamment celles de l’H.M.S. Beagle en Australie. 
1841. Chargé d'identifier et de publier les araignées recueillies par Charles 
Darwin sur le Voyage du Beagle. 
1863. Quitte le muséum suite à une dépression consécutive au décès de sa 
femme. 
Taxons publiés 
Actenonyx White 1848, p. 2. Carabidae. 
Agapanthida White 1846, p. 22. Cerambycidae.  
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Aldonus White 1846. Curculionidae. 
Ancisostropterus White 1846, p. 15. Curculionidae. 
Atopidae White 1846 p. 8. Cebrionidae. 
Brachyolus White 1846 p. 13. Coleoptera, Curculionidae. 
Chaerodes White 1846, p. 12. Diaperidae.  
Demetrida White 1846, p. 2. Carabidae.  
Dendroblax White 1846, P. 9. Lucanidae.  
Dorcadida White 1846, p. 22. Cerambycidae.  
Eburida White 1846, p. 19. Cerambycidae. 
Eusoma White 1846, p. 10. Melolonthidae. 
Hoplocneme White 1846, p. 14. Curcuionidae. 
Ondotria White 1846, p. 10. Melolonthidae. 
Ophryops  White 1846, p. 19. Cerambycidae. 
Oreda  White 1846, p. 15. Curculionidae. 
Oropterus White 1846, p. 14.Curculionidae.  
Platyomida White 1846, p. 14. Curculionidae. 
Prioscelida White, 1846, p. 11. Tenebrionidae. 
Prionoplus White 1846, p. 17. Prionidae. 
Psepholax  White, p. 275. Dieffenbach’s New Zealand, II. 
Rhygmodus White, 1846, p. 11. Tenebrioinidae. 
Rhynchodes White 1846, p. 15. Curculionidae. 
Scolopterus White 1846, p. 14. Curculionidae.  
Selenopalpus White 1846, p. 13. OEdemeridae. 
Stephanorhynchus White 1846, p. 17. Curculionidae. 
Tatosoma White, 1846, p. 43. Lepidoptera, Geomtridae. 
Tetrorea White, 1846, p. 21. Cerambycidae.  
 
Taxons dédiés. 
Cerapus whitei Gosse Naturalist’s Ramble on the Devonshire Coast. p. 382.	
Cytheries whitei Rupert Jones	
Hyppolyte whitei Thomson, 1853, p. 110. Ann. and Mag. N. Hist.	
Leucosia whitei Bell Trans linn. Soc. Soc., XXI, p. 289, t. 31, f.2.	
Selatosomus whitii (Candéze, 1863)  
Taphroderes whitii Westwood, 1847. Coleoptera, Brentidae. 
	
Sources biographiques 
Anonyme 1841. Nouveaux membres admis dans la Société Cuviérienne. 

Revue zoologique, IV, Juin.  Adam White, p.208. 
Anonyme 1850. Tableau de la Société linnéenne de Lyon 1849. Ann. Soc. 

linn. Lyon, années 1847-1849, 2 : V-XIV. White (Adam), p.XIII. 
Anonym 1879. [Biographie], P. 96.  Zoologischer Anzeiger, Leipzig 2. 
Anonym 1879. [White, A.]. Dtsch. ent. Ztschr. 23 : 8.  
Anonym 1879: [White, A.]. Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques, Paris, 11 : 303.	
Anonym 1879: [White, A.]. Proc. North Ent. Soc., pp. 303. 
Anonym 1979: [White, A.]. Psyche Advertiser, pp. 7. 
Clark Paul F. & Bronwen Presswell 2001. Adam White: The Crustacean 

Years.The Raffles Bulletin of Zoology, 49 (1) : 149–166.	
Darwin C. R. 1865. [Testimonial]. In Testimonials in favour of Mr. Adam 
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White, during twenty-five years Assistant in the Zoology Department, 
British Museum; corresponding member of the Linnean Society of Lyons, 
of the Stettin Entomological Society etc. Edinburgh, Thomas Constable, 
p. 10. 

Datta Ann 2004. White, Adam (1817–1878). Oxford Biography. online edn, 
May 2010. 

Dunning J. W. 1879. [Biographie]. (The) Transactions of the Entomological 
Society of London for the Year …, London: LXIV. 

Evenhuis N. L. 1997. White, Adam, p. 817-818. Port. Litteratura taxonomica 
dipterorum (1758-1930). Volume 1 (A-K); Volume 2 (L-Z). 1; 2 Leiden, 
Backhuys Publishers, VII+1-426; 427-871. 

Mac Lachlan R. 1879: [White, A.], p. 210-211. The Entomologist's Monthly 
Magazine, Third Series, London 15. 

Musgrave A. 1932. Bibliography of Australian Entomology 1775 - 1930. 
Sydney, p. 351-352. 

Stevenson O. J. 1907. The eccentricities of Genuis. The Canadian Magazine, 
XXIX, 1. Portrait Adam White, p.7. 

Woodward Bernard Barham 1885-1900. White Adam. Dictionary of National 
Biography. London, Smith, Elder & Co. 1885–1900, vol. 61.	

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/White,_Adam_(DNB00)	
 
Publications  
1841. Appendix. Notes on some insects from King George’s Sound, collected 

and presented to the British Museum. Par Captain George Grey et Adam 
White, 450-482. George Grey, Journals of two expeditions of discovery 
in north-west and western Australia during the years 1837, 38 and 39, 
v.2. https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=hvd.hwxl54;view=1up;seq=490 

1844. Descriptions of some new species of Coleoptera and Homoptera from 
China. Annals and Magazine of Natural History, 1 (14): 422–426.	
http://biostor.org/reference/60325 

1844. Description of some coleopterous insects in the collection of the 
British Museum apparently unnoticed. Proceedings of the Zoological 
Society  of London, 24: 8–17, 406–410.	

1846. Insects of New Zealand, 1–24, pl. 1–7. J. Richardson & J. E. Gray., The 
Zoology of the Voyage of H.M.S. Erebus & Terror under Command of 
Captain Sir J. C. Ross, during the years 1839–1843,  2 : 1–51.	
 https://archive.org/stream/zoologyofvoyageo02rich#page/n187/mode/2up	

1847. Cetoniadae. Nomenclature of Coleopterous Insects in the Collection of 
the British Museum. 1–56. 	
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/37976#page/7/mode/1up	

1847. List of the Specimens of Crustacea in the Collection of the British 
Museum. London, Printed by order of the Trustees, E. Newman.	

1848-1849. Insectes de la Nouvelle-Zélande. Voyage autour du monde des 
navires de S. M. Britannique Erebus et Terror. Rev. Mag. zool., 20-24, 
54-56, 110, et 1849 : 248-254. 

1850. A Popular History of Mammalia. 
1850. The Zoology of the voyage of H.M.S. Samarang under the command of 

captain sir Edward Belcher, during the years 1843-1846. By John Edward 
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Gray, sir John Richardson, Arthur Adams, Lovell Reeve, and Adam White. 
Edited by Arthur Adams. London, Reeve and Benham. 

1851. List of the specimens of British animals in the collection of the British 
Museum. Fish. [Introduction by John Edward Gray]. London, E. Newman, 
XXIV-164 p. 

1852. Narrative of the voyage of H.M.S. Rattlesnake, commanded by the late 
Captain Owen Stanley during the years 1846-50 : to which is added Mr. 
E.B. Kennedy's expedition for the exploration of the Cape York 
Peninsula. By John MacGillivray and Adam White. London, T. & W. Boone. 

1853. List of the specimens of British animals in the collection of the British 
Museum. Part XIV. Nomenclature of Neuroptera. [Introduction by John 
Edward Gray]. London, Taylor and Francis. 

1853. List of the specimens of British animals in the collection of the British 
museum Part. XV, Nomenclature of Diptera. Préface John Edward Gray / 
London : the Trustees , 1853 

1853-1854. Catalogue of coleopterous insects in the collection of the British 
Museum. Part VII[-VIII]. Longicornia, I[-II. By Adam White,... Preface by 
John Edward Gray. London, Taylor and Francis. 

1853. List of the specimens of British animals in the collection of the British 
Museum. Part XV. Nomenclature of Diptera. I. [Introduction by John 
Edward Gray]. London, the Trustees of the British Museum. 

1855. Catalogue of Coleopterous insects in the collection of the British 
Museum. Part. VIII, Longicornia II. 

1855. List of the specimens of British animals in the collection of the British 
Museum. Part XVII, Nomenclator of Anoplura, Euplexoptera and 
Orthoptera. [introduction by John Edward Gray]. London, the Trustees of 
the British Museum. 

1855. A popular history of birds, comprising a familiar account of their 
classification and habits. London, Lovell Reeve, 347p. 
https://archive.org/stream/popularhistoryof00whit_0#page/n9/mode/2up 

1855. A Collection of documents on Spitzbergen and Greenland, comprising 
a translation from F. Martens' "Voyage to Spitzbergen". A translation 
from Isaac de La Peyrères's "Histoire du Groenland", and "God's power 
and providence in the preservation of eight men in Greenland nine 
moneths and twelve dayes". Edited by Adam White. London, the Hakluyt 
Society, XVI-288 p. 

1857. Tabular View of the Orders and Leading Families of Insects. 
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/267897#page/14/mode/1up 

1857. A popular history of British Crustacea, comprising a familiar account of 
their cassification and habits.  London, Lowell Reeves, 358 p. 

 https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/item/50322#page/16/mode/1up 
1859. Spicilegia Entomologica. IV. Diagnoses Coleopterum quator. Annals 

and Magazine of Natural History, 3 (3) : 290-291.		
http://biostor.org/reference/65402	
1859. Descriptions of unrecorded species of Australian Coleoptera of the 

families Carabidae, Buprestidae, Lamellicornia, Longicornia etc. 
Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London, 117-123. Description 
of new or little known Arachnida. 

1862. The museum of natural history : being a popular account of the 
structure, habits, and classification of the various departments of the 
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animal kingdom: quadrupeds, birds, reptiles, fishes, shells, and insects, 
including the insects destructive to agriculture. By Sir John Richardson, 
William S. Dallas, T. Spencer Cobbold, and William Baird & Adam White. 
Glasgow, M. MacKenzie. 

1870. Heads and Tales or, Anecdotes and Stories of Quadrupeds and Other 
Beasts, Chiefly Connected with Incidents in the Histories of More or Less 
Distinguished Men. 2d Ed. London, James Nisbet & Co. 

https://archive.org/details/headstalesoranec00whitiala 
1877. The Instructive Picture Book, or Progressive Lessons from the Natural 

History of Animals and Plants. Edited by A. White and R. M. Stark, 1857; 
10th ed. 1877. 

2016. Motown : the sound of young America. Par Adam White, Barney Ales ; 
préface Andrew Loog Oldham. London : Thames & Hudson Ltd. , cop. 
2016 

 
Affiliation à des Sociétés savantes  
Entomological Society of London (Société entomologique de Londres), 

membre 1839. 
Linnean Society of London (Société linnéenne de Londres), membre 1846. 
Société cuvierienne, membre 1840.  
Société linnéenne de Lyon, Membre correspondant, 1847. 
 
Ressources 
Acta Societatis Linneanae Lugdunensis, Télé-bibliothèque «Lyon 1849 »  
http://www.linneenne-lyon.org/spip3/spip.php?article53 

Adam White (Zoologiste) 
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_White_(zoologiste) 

Revue zoologique	
https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/cb32861734r/date	
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Veuillez envoyer vos corrections, ajouts, suggestions et autres commentaires 

concernant M. White Adam	
à Ramousse R., ramousser [à] free.fr ou secretariat [à] linneenne-lyon.org 

 


